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Residents seek $100M against East Chicago companies 
From the Times coverage of high lead levels at West Calumet series 

Lauren Cross lauren.cross@nwi.com, 219-933-3206 Nov 25, 2016 

John J. Watkins, file, The Times 
Marina Barajas stands with her children and sister, Tanya Barajas, outside her home in East Chicago's West Calumet public housing 
complex. Marina Barajas and her neighbors have been told the soil around their homes is "highly contaminated with lead and arsenic" 
and that it's in their best interests to move. 

EAST CHICAGO - More than 250 individuals who say they are victims of decades' worth of "rampant pollution" are seeking $100 million in 

punitive damages against a group of companies that once operated in East Chicago, according to a lawsuit filed last week. 

The lawsuit, filed Nov. 18 by attorneys Walter Alvarez and Eric Pavlack, alleges companies like Atlantic Richfield Company and DuPont, among 

others, are responsible for and contributed to "decades of negligent, reckless and intentional release of dangerously large amounts of toxins into 

the environment." 

"After a century of abuse, this contamination of lead, arsenic, and likely other substances has reached a point where it has not only wreaked 

havoc on the property in the region, but has caused serious, life-altering injuries to the people," the lawsuit reads. 
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The more than 250 plaintiffs allege companies that operated within the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's lead- and arsenic-contaminated 

Superfund site, designated in 2009, knew about the dangerous toxins but failed to warn area residents. 

Residents in the federally subsidized West Calumet Housing Complex learned this summer the soil there was highly contaminated with lead and 

arsenic following extensive testing by the EPA. 

Other companies named in the suit include original companies, subsidiaries or successors: Tesoro Refining and Marketing Company; BP West 

Coast Products, LLC; E.I. DuPont De Nemours and Company; The Chemours Company; Hammond Group, Inc.; Hammond Lead Products, LLC; 

Halstab, LLC; and Halox, LLC. 

Records show an EPA project manager in 1997 told state and federal health officials about the long-demolished lead smelter Anaconda Lead 

Products had once operated on the site of the housing complex and Carrie Gosch Elementary School. 

Atlantic Richfield, a successor to Anaconda Lead, and DuPont reached a $26 million settlement in 2014 to clean up the western and eastern parts 

of the neighborhood, but it has not yet been determined who will pay for cleanup in the middle part of the neighborhood. EPA has begun 

emergency cleanup in highly contaminated yards with the intent to recoup costs from responsible parties at a later date. 

"This lawsuit is the beginning of the culmination in seeking the justice that these unfortunate families deserve; and my office will not stop until 

this accomplished," Alvarez said in a news release.{tncms-asset)d3f8643c-b12b-11 e6-b218-00163ec2aa77{/tncms-asset) 

The same 250 residents put local and state officials on notice Oct. 27 that they intend to file a lawsuit alleging the government knew about the 

highly lead- and arsenic- contaminated soil, but did nothing to prevent future exposure. Each plaintiff is seeking $700,000 in damages. 

The 251 individual tort claims put on notice the city of East Chicago, Mayor Anthony Copeland, the city's department of public and environmental 

health, the Indiana Department of Environmental Management, the Indiana Department of Health, the state of Indiana, Gov. Mike Pence and 

Carrie Gosch Elementary School. 

Anyone wishing to sue a government entity first must file a notice of intent to sue, Alvarez said, noting his intention to amend the suit at a later 

date to include government officials. 

"This lawsuit is merely the tip of the iceberg and will very soon include the governmental/public defendants, along with these private 

corporations, whose greed and neglect caused this catastrophe," he said in the release. 
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Seniors test positive for lead at East Chicago's Nicosia building 
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Visclosky hears Superfund residents' concerns 
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